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2020-2021 Enrollment 
Please note our CLASS OFFERINGs for the 2020–2021 school year: 

3AM– T/Th 9:15-11:30  (child must turn 3 by Sept. 1, 2020)* 

4AM M/W/F 9-11:30 (child must turn 4 by Sept. 1, 2020)* 

*If a Fall birthday, admission based on school readiness as determined 
by ASQ evaluation and classroom observation. 
 
We are now taking open enrollment for all of our classes for the next 
school year.  If you have family members or friends who are interested 
in learning more about CHUM, please direct them to our website 
www.chumcooppreschool.org, have them contact the preschool at 
269-251-2131, or contact Bethany Stevenson; 
269-267-9944 or bstevenson8011@gmail.com.  
 
Tuition rates 2020-2021 

3AM -$952/year (8 payments of $119)  

4AM-$1,432.24/year (8 payments of $179)  

 
 

April Birthdays 

8-19 Elizabeth Wegener 3am 
4-1 Braxton Hallmark 3am 
4-13 Aaron Hatfield 4am 

 

Orientation Folders 
If you still have your orientation folders, please hang on to them until 
we can meet up this summer.  You can turn them in to 
any board member.  We try to re-use them, if we are 
able, to save on costs and reduce waste.   Thank you! 
 

Play Dough 
(For you to make for fun) 

RECIPE: 

3 Cups Flour   3/4 Cup Salt 

2 Cups Water   3 Packets Kool-Aid 

3 Tbs. vegetable oil (NO peanut or nut oils)  

 

1)Mix the flour, the salt, and the Kool-Aid 
together. 

2)Boil the water. 

3) Add the oil to the water 

4) Pour the water/oil mix into the dry ingredients 
and mix with a spoon.  Turn out onto a lightly 
floured surface and work the dough until the color is uniform and feels like 
playdough. 
 

Shoe Fundraiser 
We will continue our shoe fundraiser into next year.  Please continue to 
save your shoes for CHUM!  Thank 
you! 
 
 
 
 
 

From the President 
 

CHUM families, 
 
It is with a saddened heart that we send out this final newsletter of the year. We were really 
hoping this curve would flatten out sooner and we could have a final month with all of our friends. 
Reminder to be patient with us while we figure out the final closing up of school and projects. We 
are still planning to meet up at the Nature Center for that “field trip” when the stay at home order 
is released. Our treasurers are also still working on how we could get some assistance and refund 
an amount tuition. As soon as we know, you will know! 
 
I want to give a HUGE shout out and THANK YOU to our Board this year. We had dedicated 
parents in the right positions and they did some amazing things this year. I am sad to be ending 
my family’s preschool time so abruptly, but grateful for the time we had with CHUM. 
Stay sane and healthy, and enjoy the extra time with family! And as always please feel free to 
contact me with any questions. 
 
Have a good summer! 
Nicole England 
CHUM President 2019-2020 

http://www.chumcooppreschool.org/
mailto:bstevenson8011@gmail.com
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From Mrs. Huberty 

Dear CHUM Families, 
 
It’s hard to believe we are faced with a sudden end to preschool!  Before the shut down, the grocery store was a hit, thank you for the canned goods 
and empty food boxes to fill our shelves.  When the classroom is cleaned and closed for the summer, canned goods will be donated to Loaves and 
Fishes Food Pantry.   
 
The preschoolers were just getting the hang of reciting phone numbers.  Please continue to work on learning phone numbers and review 
addresses.  This is important safety information for all children to know. 
 
In the March newsletter, I mentioned our Mother’s Day Gifts…I’ve been in contact with the company finishing the product and have been assured our 
order will be processed.  My hope is that when we gather at the Nature Center after the ‘Stay Home’ order is lifted, the children will be able to give you 
those gifts. 
 
Even though we’re not together for class, there are some activities you can recreate at home.  The up side is 1:1 adult:child interaction, the down side 
is limited practice with peer interactions.  In April, we typically sprout seeds and experiment with a stalk of leafy celery when it’s placed in a cup of 
colored water.  Maybe you’ll want to try this at home and observe what happens.  I’m sending everyone a Jelly Bean Chart to sort and count jelly beans 
just in case the Easter Bunny leaves you too many to eat, watch for this to arrive in your mail box!  The chart is designed for traditional jelly beans and 
colors so the starburst and other gourmet type jelly beans may not match.  However, you could use the chart as a guide to create your own for 
whatever jelly bean colors you have on hand.   
 
I’m including the following resources provided by KCReady4’s.  Please supervise your child when they are online and use your discretion when visiting 
the following websites:  
 
https://healthyathome.readyrosie.com/en/  Provides activities and the links to learning in the different areas of development. 
https://www.youtube.com/user/joinvroom  This youtube video about vroom peeked my interest.  The website is https://www.vroom.org  
https://ec66a173-09bc-407a-ba3b-3357166208f4.filesusr.com/ugd/da44eb_8d45510f0bd64fa8bf7e8579b2dc332e.pdf  30 Days of activities; pick and 
choose what is interning to you and your child.  The Purple links take you a corresponding website.  This includes links to children’s literature read on 
youtube. 
 
KCReady4’s will be offering virtual Munch & Learn opportunities.  Please watch for a Facebook survey to select a date and time for our CHUM families.  
Currently available are the math and science sessions we have experienced in person.  The topic will be announced once more options become 
available.   
 
Happy Spring!  Stay safe and healthy until we can get together and wrap up the school year. 
Lauren 

 

Songs and Finger Plays 

The Rainbow Song 
Violet, indigo, blue and green 
Yellow and orange and red. 
I can paint a rainbow, paint a rainbow, paint a rainbow too. 
(Pantomime the making of the rainbow i.e. Paint, color, build etc. as 
the children 
suggest.) 

 

 

 

5 Green & Speckled Frogs 
Five green and speckled frogs (hold up 5 fingers) 
Sat on a speckled log (place hand on opposite arm ‘log’) 
Eating some MOST delicious bugs 
Yum, Yum  (rub tummy) 
I jumped into the pool (hold up 1 finger and ‘dive’ into water) 
Where it was nice and cool 
Now there are 4 green speckled frogs (hold up 4 fingers) 
Glum, Glum (stick out tongue ‘frog like’ exaggerating the word) 
 
REPEAT until there are no green speckled frogs 
 
 
 
 
 

) 
) 

 
 

https://healthyathome.readyrosie.com/en/
https://www.youtube.com/user/joinvroom
https://www.vroom.org/
https://ec66a173-09bc-407a-ba3b-3357166208f4.filesusr.com/ugd/da44eb_8d45510f0bd64fa8bf7e8579b2dc332e.pdf
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For the 3s 
Dear 3’s Families, 
 
I have completed developmental observations on the students that 
have been enrolled since fall and in past years have sent them home 
through CHUM Mail.  Typically, we do not hold parent/teacher 
conferences with the 3-year-old class but would have the opportunity 
to chat if you had questions on a school day.  Since this year is not 
typical, I will be contacting you to set up a time for a phone conference 
if you are interested.   I will text or email you a photo of the completed 
observation for us both to reference during the phone call.  The 
completed form will be given to you at the Nature Center meet up. 

 

 

For the 4s 

Dear 4’s Families, 
 
Since we were not able to meet for parent/teacher conferences, I will 
be contacting you to set up a time for a phone conference if you are 
interested.   I will text or email you a photo of the completed 
conference form for us both to reference during the phone call.  The 
completed form will be given to you at the Nature Center meet up.  It 
will be nice to talk one on one with you about your preschooler. If you 
have not registered your child for Kindergarten or Young-5’s yet, you 
can do so at www.portageps.org under the enrollment tab. 
 
 
I have been working on a year long project with the 4-year-old class and 
have an April and a May page left to complete.  I will be mailing those 
pages to your child to complete at home.  Please mail them back to me 
by May 1st if you would like them included in your child’s ‘Me Book’.  I 
will be laminating the pages and having the book bound by KRESA 
once they are reopened for business. 
 
Lauren Huberty  
10050 Tuscany CT 
Portage, MI  49024 

 

Science 

 Have your child predict what will happen.  Observe the changes daily over a week.  Was their prediction correct?  Science doesn’t always turn out how 
we thought it might.  What happens if there is too much or too little water. 

Sprout Seeds (with the help of an adult) 
Materials: 
sandwich or snack size zip top bag 
paper towel 
2-3 seeds or beans 
paperclip 
water 
window with a screen 
 
Procedure: 
fold the paper towel to fit into the zip top bag 
place seeds/beans between the paper towel and plastic bag (so you can 
see them) 
add water so the paper towel is damp but there is no extra water in the 
bag 
zip bag closed 
bend paperclip into ’S’ shape  
carefully pierce the bag above the zippered closure with one end of the 
paperclip 
carefully hang your seeds/beans on the screen using the other end of 
the paperclip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celery Experiment (with the help of an adult) 
Materials: 
1-2 celery stalks (with or without leaves) 
water 
safe jar or vase  
food coloring 
 
Procedure: 
fill jar/vase part way with water  
add food coloring to saturate the water 
add a stalk of celery so the fattest part of the stalk is in the colored 
water 
Variation: split the celery stalk length wise part way from the bottom 
toward the leaves 
place each 1/2 of the stalk in a different color of water 
after several days, slice across the stalk so see how the color traveled 
up the stalk (like a little straw) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.portageps.org/
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CHUM Co-op Preschool Board Meeting 

March 3rd, 2020 

Executive Board Reports: 

1. Communications Director: Bethany 

a. Approve last month’s minutes nicole approved Josh second 

b. Please bring a sign up sheet for snacks for the transitional board meeting. Can you 

send a reminder email a week before the May meeting with a list of who is 

bringing what? 

c. Can we use classroom supplies? 

2. President: Nicole England 

a. Transitional Board Meeting @ CHUM- Tuesday May 5th @ 6:15pm 

i. Please be sure to have your binders updated! 

ii. The nominating committee is meeting after the next March meeting. 

Can we pick a day? Or does that day work? Maybe April 1st 

iii. Once positions have been picked  YOU contact your replacement to 

welcome them to the board and inform them of the transitional board 

meeting. I will also send out an email welcoming them and giving more 

details. 

b. Teacher salary and contract will be done by the next meeting. 

3. Vice President: Karen 

a. New idea for positions for next year? You mentioned you and Bethany talked 

about an option?  Bethany President and Karen VP 

4. Treasurers: Josh and Troy 

a. Tuition all paid? 

b. Payments for new families coming in? 

Teacher Reports: Some changes.  Biggest change, write your name and arrival and departure times on 
calendar.  Finishing evaluations for 3s and 4s.  Kalamazoo Valley Museum small field trip but the 
children enjoyed it.  Kids liked Hailey the tooth fairy visit.  Blast doing nursery rhymes.  4s tried curds 
and whey.  Starting attendance with phone numbers for 3s and 4s.  Nature Center Field trip need to stay 
around 40.  Signed up online for Kalamazoo Library.  Jungle Joes end of the year field trip.  May 11th and 
12th   Barney the bus is coming for the 4s.  Interactive bus.  Talk about bus safety and how to ride the bus 
and go on bus ride.  Need a waiver for riding on the bus.  Worm lady coming at the end of April.  New 
licensing regulation to complete the trainings printed from Tiara and put with licensing.  

General Board Reports: 

1. Fundraising: Kim 

a. How is the new shoe drive? Should we wait until next year to “turn” them in? Wait 

until next year 

b. THANK YOU for the carnival! The families had so much fun! 

c. How is the virtual open house going? Not a lot of traction on FB 

d. Please make sure you have your binder updated with dinners and maybe some 

new suggestions if you have any? 

2. Admissions: Bethany 

a. Enrollment update? 4am-10, 3am-7 

b. THANK YOU for everything you did for our open house! 

c. Any new tours? No 

3. Newsletter: Bethany 

a. Deadline still good? 

b. THANK YOU for your hard work! It looks great as always :) 

4. Field Trips: Lauren 

a. How are field trips going? Going well 

b. Did we get the funds figured out? Yes 

c. Everything ready for Nature Center? Yes 

5. Student Services: Amanda 

a. Can we secure 2 babysitters for the Transitional Board meeting? Just in case! 

b. Can we check pea gravel when it thaws out please? 

c. Do we need any other repairs to the playground? 

d. Almost done with cleans! Thank you! 

6. Personnel: Amanda 

a. Can you send me a copy of the new contract for Lauren? I will send you the copy I 

had from last year and can you get the updated pay from Troy/Josh please! 

b. I would like the contract ready to go for the next meeting! 

c. Green forms still up to date? 

d. Lice checks scheduled for spring break? 

Old Business: 

New Business: 

Vote for 3% raise for Lauren and there will be a constitution update.  Board Approved 3% raise 

Adjournment 

Karen motioned to adjourn, Kim seconded 
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CHUM Co-op Preschool Board Meeting 

March 31st, 2020 

 

Executive Board Reports: 

1. Communications Director: Bethany 

a. Approve last month’s minutes Nicole and Kim second 

b. Do we have a sign up sheet completed for the transitional meeting? Yes 

2. President: Nicole England 

a. Transitional Board Meeting @ CHUM- Tuesday May 5th @ 6:15pm Maybe not 

depending on opening of society 

i. Reminder you will have roughly 30min to explain your job to them so 

be prepared to make it count! 

b. Was supposed to have Lauren sign her contract at this meeting, but that’s hard to 

do virtually. 

c. What are we going to do if we close school for the rest of the year? 

i. Refund tuition? According to constitution still pay but this is hard for 

people off work 

ii. Pay Lauren? Still have to pay Lauren  In her contract 

iii. No where in the constitution does it state what we do in a National 

Emergency. We need to amend the constitution to add this in. “If there 

is a national emergency/pandemic the teacher contract will be 

evaluated?”  Constitution could be more vague and teacher contract 

more specific. 

3. Vice President: Karen 

a. Did you amend the constitution with the new tuition day payments? She will do 

when she does other amendment 

b. Add amendments in for the National Emergency we state above. 

4. Treasurers: Josh and Troy 

a. Tuition received and bills paid?  Yes.   

 

Teacher Reports: 

14 out of 16 classes completed for continuing ed.  Conferences cancelled last week.  Money should be 
coming back to school.  E-mail contact with Kalamazoo Nature Center to reschedule if school resumes.  
Maybe something at Jungle Joe’s as a wrap up for the school year.  $250 left for Nature Center.  We 
could use the money for field.  Lauren updated google sheet for field trips.  Developmental forms 
completed.  How to get those to family?  Phone calls?  Mail forms?  Lauren will text forms and then call if 
school is not back in session.  Can give forms when we get together over the summer.   

General Board Reports: 

1. Fundraising: Kim 

a. How did we do with our last dinner out? Need checks from core life and jersey 

giants.   

b. Any traction on the virtual open house? Should we attempt again next year or call 

it a wash?  Yes but maybe earlier in the year?  January?  May need new videos with 

new teacher.   

c. Do we have an estimate on the shoes?  Less than 1,000 

2. Admissions: Bethany 

a. Enrollment update? 10-4am 7-3am 

b. I know we can’t do tours right now, but did we have any scheduled? Some 

preschools are closed for the year and have put people on waiting lists, so 

hopefully we get some kiddos from that! 

c. Facebook post stating we still have room for next year? Bethany will do that 

3. Newsletter: Bethany 

a. Can we get a newsletter out after this meeting?  

i. I know it’ll be different, but maybe some ideas of what to do with your 

kiddos?  Field trip in summer for end of year goodbye with Lauren 

ii. Lauren input?  

4. Field Trips: Lauren 

a. Fingers crossed we can still reschedule the Nature Center Field Trip! 

b. Can we reschedule Jungle Joe’s? 

5. Student Services: Amanda 

a. Any playground repairs?  Two volunteers went and cleared the leaves and moved 

pea gravel 

b. Did you get a chance to check gravel? 

c. We may have to reschedule cleans. When are our last two supposed to be and 

who are they? (I know one is me!) 

6. Personnel: Amanda 

a. Did you get the contract from me and updated pay from Troy/Josh? 

b. Can you send me the completed contract so I can review it before we sign please? 

c. Green forms still good?  

d. New student paperwork getting to you?  Bethany has the paperwork 

 

Old Business: 

 

New Business: 

 

Adjournment Karen and Nicole seconded 


